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English
Samples
This is the English Test of the PPAA for Grade 11. On this test, you will show how well you can
understand and use English.
The practice questions include the following sections: Listening, Reading, and
Writing/Language. For each question, mark the letter of the correct answer on your
answer sheet. Look at sample question A.

A Choose the word that belongs in the blank.
●
Yesterday, I
at school.

my backpack

A leave
B leaves
C leaving
*D left
The correct answer is D, left. On your answer sheet, you can see that D is filled in.
Now do the next sample on your own. Read the question and choose the correct answer.
Then, mark the letter of the correct answer on your answer sheet.

B The baseball game was very exciting. My brother and I lost our voices from
●
yelling. The game was decided in the final inning. Our team won by a score of 5-4!
Which sentence from this paragraph is an OPINION?
A “The baseball game was very exciting.”
B “My brother and I lost our voices from yelling.”
C “The game was decided in the final inning.”
D “Our team won by a score of 5-4!”
The correct answer is A, The baseball game was very exciting. The circle for A should be filled
in on your answer sheet.
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Grade 11 - English

With these practice questions, you will show how well you can understand spoken English.
Directions: In this practice session, you will listen to a passage. Then, listen to and answer the
questions. Mark the letter of the correct answer on your answer sheet.

1

What would be one reason people would
press button four?
A because they don’t speak Spanish
B because they need to know when the bank
is open

2

3

Which words or phrases from the
recording BEST indicate kindness?
A following menu, message, and hear all
of these
B to hear, find, and at any time

C because they want to talk to someone

C thank you, please, and if you would like

D because they want to write down the
locations of the bank

D menu options, regular, and need to speak
with

What number should Estella press if she
wants to hear all the options repeated?
A 0
B 2
C 4
D 5

PRI15-OP11-CR

Unauthorized copying or reusing of any part of this page is illegal.

Go on to the next page

This page is intentionally blank.

Page 4

Grade 11 - English

Directions: With these practice questions, you will show how well you can read and understand
written English. There are two reading selections and some questions about each one. For each
question, mark the letter of the correct answer on your answer sheet.

Dear Aunt Rosario,
1

I had to write and tell you all about the trip I took to Puerto Rico’s Río Camuy Caves. They
are located about 50 miles west of San Juan and eleven miles southwest of Arecibo, off Highway
129. According to the brochure, they are considered one of the island’s best-kept secrets, and that
must be accurate because I have lived in San Juan my entire life and I have never heard of them. The
guide told us that the caves were named for the thirteen-mile-long Camuy River and that the system
is the third largest in the Western Hemisphere.

2

Although millions of bats have lived in the caves for centuries, people did not really become
aware of the caves until the late 1940s, and it took another 18 years before anyone was courageous
enough to explore them. Our guide told us that some of the first people to go inside were writers
from National Geographic and a Puerto Rican physician named José Limeres. Did you know that
cave explorers like them are known as “spelunkers”?

3

After the explorers saw what was underground, they convinced the Puerto Rican government
that the caves had to be protected. Over time, the explorers mapped almost four miles of the
subterranean system. Currently, more than ten miles are mapped, which includes an amazing 220
caves. The guide said that there are several other cave systems under there and that those in Camuy
are only a small portion of what exists.

4

Before we could go in the caves, we had to watch a brief video presentation about how the
cave system was formed. Then, we rode a trolley into a 180-foot-deep sinkhole to the cave entrance.
After that, we got out and took a 45-minute tour, crossing over bridges and ramps. Everything was
brightly illuminated.

5

The first cave we entered was Cueva Clara de Empalme, which had these fantastic stalactites
and stalagmites growing throughout it. This led to the Sumidero Empalme, which included a pool of
water full of tiny shrimp. We were only allowed to see a limited area before we had to return to the
trolley, but I saw enough to know one thing: I want to become a spelunker!

6

I hope that you will be able to come and visit us this summer and, if you do, I will take you
to see the Río Camuy Caves. I guarantee it will be a trip you will never forget!
Fond regards,
Elena
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4

This letter is told from the perspective
of a —
A professional spelunker.
B cave system guide.
C magazine journalist.
D first-time visitor.

Page 5

6

How does Elena highlight the uniqueness
of the Camuy Caves?
A by including a historical overview of how
the system was originally discovered
B by giving a list of statistics showing how
many people visit the area each year
C by including a description of what was
shown in the brief video presentation
D by providing a photograph depicting the
length and depth of the cave system

5

Based on the context clues in the
letter, what does the root word sub in
subterranean mean?
A under
B natural
C dark
D ground
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7

Grade 11 - English

Which word BEST describes Elena?
A enthusiastic
B mystified
C uninterested
D skeptical

8

Why does Elena write a letter to her aunt?
A She wants to explain how the Camuy
Caves were first discovered.
B She is eager to tell someone about the
experience she had.
C She hopes to convince her aunt to move
to the area and see the caves.
D She is hoping to start her own career as
a spelunker soon.
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Grade 11 - English

College Life Day
1

Mrs. Moreno told her science class, “I received these flyers in the mail yesterday. The
Mayagüez Campus of the University of Puerto Rico has invited all 11th grade students to an
orientation day. I’d like you to take the flyers home to show your family. Also, take home these
permission slips,” she said, as she passed a stack to the student in the first row. “Have your parents
or guardians sign them, and return them by Wednesday.

UPRM
College Life Day - February 5
We invite you to join us
for a fun-filled day.
· Faculty advisers available for all
to speak with
· Student guides to show you the
campus
· Lunch provided
· Special presentations by each major
field - you may choose two to attend

2

3

“One more thing: I’m excited for you. The university at Mayagüez would be proud to have
any of you. Take a look around the campus because you need to start making your decisions about
college. It’s a little less than a year away now.”
“No kidding,” Javier said. “It won’t be long before some of us are shouting ¡Antes, Ahora y
Siempre, Colegio!”

4

“Be sure to get these signed and back to me,” Mrs. Moreno told the class as she prepared to
dismiss the students for the day.

5

As they filed out of the room, Cindy commented to Javier, “I’ve been there before.”

6

“Why?” Javier asked her.

7

“My uncle teaches a business class there,” Cindy responded.
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8

“I thought Mayagüez was just a science and engineering school,” Javier said.

9

“No, they have a business school, too,” Cindy replied.

10

“They also have a nursing school,” a girl walking behind them said. “It’s supposed to be a
really good one.”
“You’re right, Lilly,” Cindy answered as she walked down the hall.

11
12

On Wednesday, Mrs. Moreno said to the class, “You’ve all brought your signed permission
slips back. That’s great! We’ll travel as a class to the College Life Day.”
“What are we going to do when we get there?” Javier asked her.

13
14

“The flyer says there’ll be advisers to talk to, so you can ask questions about the university.
You can also ask questions about the major you’re interested in.”
“It says there will be student guides, too,” Cindy said.

15
16

“That’s right,” Mrs. Moreno answered. “They can show you the classrooms, the cafeteria,
the library, and any other place on campus you’d like to see. They can probably answer most of your
questions, too.”

17

“Yes,” Javier commented, “and they’ll be able to tell us about the school from a student’s
perspective rather than a professor’s.”

18

“You’re right, Javier, and that will be valuable. Knowing how students at the school feel about
it, and hearing how they spend their time, will help you make your decision,” Mrs. Moreno said.

19

“I’m really looking forward to this,” Cindy said.

20

“I think it’s going to be a valuable experience for all of you,” Mrs. Moreno told them.

9

What is the setting of this reading
selection?
A a university campus
B a high school library
C a high school classroom
D a university science laboratory
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Grade 11 - English

10 Which sentence from the reading selection
states an OPINION?

12 A. What is the main idea of this reading
selection?

A “‘Also, take home these permission slips,’
she said, as she passed a stack to the
student in the first row.”

B. Use information from the reading
selection to support your answer.

B “‘The university at Mayagüez would be
proud to have any of you.’”

Remember to answer all parts of the
question on your answer sheet.

C “‘My uncle teaches a business class there,’
Cindy responded.”
D “‘They can show you the classrooms, the
cafeteria, the library, and any other place
on campus you’d like to see.’”

11 What image does the author create with
the use of the phrase “filed out” in
paragraph 5?
A a formation of students in alphabetical
order
B a long metal tool, used for smoothing
surfaces
C a collection of papers, such as the
permission slips
D a single line of students, walking one after
the other
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Grade 11 - English

Directions: With these practice questions, you will show how well you understand how to write
English. For each question, mark the letter of the correct answer on your answer sheet.

13 Read the sentence.
The star player accidentally _________
the school window when he hit the
winning home run.
Which verb completes the sentence?

14 Read the sentence.
Mrs. Connors checked the science lab to
make sure the equipment was there
chemicals, beakers, mixing rods, and
worksheets.

A has broken

Which sentence explains the change that
should be made?

B breaked

A Change “the equipment was there
chemicals” to the equipment was there.
Chemicals.

C broke
D break

B Change “the equipment was there
chemicals” to the equipment was there;
chemicals.
C Change “the equipment was there
chemicals” to the equipment was there:
chemicals.
D Change “the equipment was there
chemicals” to the equipment was there
and chemicals.
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15 Look at this email about a Summer Job Fair. Using the picture and your own experience, write
a paragraph about getting the ideal summer job. Write at least THREE details about getting
the job and tell how the job would help you after high school.
Use this checklist to help you think about and organize your response.
•
•
•

Remember to write about what you see in the picture.
Use details and complete sentences in your writing.
Use appropriate capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

Write your response in the space provided on your answer sheet.
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Grade 11 - English

Read the following passage and answer questions 16 through 18.

Trash to Treasure
(1) Recycling is a way to help protect the planet and help yourself. (2) If your
neighborhood has a recycling program, taking advantage of it is easy. (3) Rather than
throwing everything into one enormous trash bag, separate the items. (4) Paper and
cardboard should be put into one container, glass into another, and recyclable plastic
into yet another. (5) Aluminum cans should also be recycled. (6) Always remember that
recycling helped the planet by re-using materials.
(7) Recycling can also save money. (8) Reuse a cardboard box to ship a package
instead of buying a new one. (9) Use newspaper as a unique wrapping paper for a gift.
(10) Plastic cheese and butter containers can be cleaned and used to store nails, bolts,
or even jewelry. (11) Look at everything you throw in the trash. (12) Can those items be
recycled into something useful?

16 Which statement explains the error in
sentence 6?
A The word “materials” is misspelled.
B The tense of the word “helped” is
incorrect.
C A comma is needed after the word
“remember.”
D The word “that” is an incorrect relative
pronoun.
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17 Which word BEST replaces unique in

Page 15

18 Which organizational pattern does the

sentence 9?
A only

A main idea and supporting details

B beautiful

B comparison and contrast

C funny

C problem and solution

D unusual

D sequence of steps
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