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Onomatopoeia:  Creating a word that sounds like its action

(From Greek and Latin onoma, onomat- ‘name’ + -poios ‘making’)

Examples: Sizzle, hush, zip, clap, slurp (These are words that were created to replicate the sound they make. Can you think of more? Come up with some as a group!) 

Langston Hughes wrote poems with onomatopoeia to sound like the sounds that he heard around him in Harlem. This song has sounds that are inspired by Jazz music.  Notice the sounds like “boogie-woogie rumble” (hear how “rumble” has a low sound like the roll of thunder?) Also, “Hey, Pop / Re-bop! Mop!” sound like Jazz singers that sang along freely with the instruments. 

Note: Dream deferred means a dream that has been put off or postponed for a later time. 

Dream Boogie by: Langston Hughes

Good morning, daddy!

Ain’t you heard

The boogie-woogie rumble

Of a dream deferred?

Listen closely
You’ll hear their feet

Beating out and beating out a-

You think

It’s a happy beat?

Listen to it closely:

Ain’t you heard

something underneath

like a-

What did I say?

Sure,

I’m happy!

Take it away!

Hey, pop!

Re-bop!

Mop!
Y-e-a-h!
The Negro 

By: Langston Hughes

I am a Negro:

  Black as the night is black,

  Black like the depths of my Africa.

I’ve been a slave:

  Caesar told me to keep his door-steps clean

  I brushed the boots of Washington.

I’ve been a worker:

  Under my hand the pyramids arose.

  I made mortar for the Woolworth Building.

I’ve been a singer: 

  All the way from Africa to Georgia

  I carried my sorrow songs.

  I made ragtime.

I’ve been a victim:

  The Belgians cut my hands off in the Congo.

  They lynch me now in Texas.

I am a Negro:

  Black as the night is black.

  Black like the depths of my Africa.

Vocabulary
Mortar: (noun) the cement used to bind bricks together
Woolworth: (noun) a popular store (like Target) from the 1870s –1900s
Ragtime: (noun) Popular piano music from the 1890’s.
Lynch: (verb) When a mob (group of unruly people) kill someone (normally by hanging) because they suspect (think) they are guilty of a crime.  People are lynched without a proper trial.
“How do writers use words to capture an experience?”

Draw/Write/make a web of what comes to mind when you hear the word: Negro
	


What is the message the speaker wants to share? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


What poetic devices does this poet use? ___________________________________________

How does that help get the message across? 

	

	

	

	

	


	Refugee in America 

By: Langston Hughes 

There are words like Freedom

Sweet and wonderful to say.

On my heart-strings freedom sings

All day everyday.

There are words like Liberty

That almost makes me cry.

If you had known what I knew 

You would know why. 


Refugee: (noun) A person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural disaster
What is the message the speaker wants to share? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


What poetic devices does this poet use? ___________________________________________

How does that help get the message across? 

	

	

	

	

	


“I, too” By: Langston Hughes

I, too, sing America.

I am the darker brother.

They send me to eat in the kitchen

When company comes,

But I laugh,

And eat well,

And grow strong.

Tomorrow,

I'll be at the table

When company comes.

Nobody'll dare

Say to me,

"Eat in the kitchen,"

Then.

Besides, 

They'll see how beautiful I am

And be ashamed--

I, too, am America.
	Poetic Device
	Examples from the Poem that show this
	How does this make the poem strong?

	Repetition
	
	

	Metaphor
	
	

	Word Choice
	
	

	Lines separation
	
	


What is the message of this poem? 

	

	

	 Democracy by Langston Hughes 

Democracy will not come

Today, this year

Nor ever

Through compromise and fear.

I have as much right

As the other fellow has

To stand

On my two feet

And own the land.

I tire so of hearing people say,

Let things take their course.

Tomorrow is another day.

I do not need my freedom when I'm dead.

I cannot live on tomorrow's bread.

Freedom

Is a strong seed

Planted

In a great need.

I live here, too.

I want freedom

Just as you.


Compromise: (noun, and verb) an agreement / settlement after an argument where both sides have to give up something 

Write a reflection on what this poem makes you think of.  It can be a personal connection, a connection to the world, or a connection to another book.  (4 to 6 sentences!) 

	

	

	

	

	


Fill out the three word boxes for the vocabulary words: Refugee, Democracy and Injustice.       
	Word: ______________ 

Part of Speech: ____________

Divide Word into Syllables:


	 Sentence: 

	Meaning: 
	Illustration: 


	Word: ______________ 

Part of Speech: ____________

Divide Word into Syllables:

 Prefix: 


	 Sentence: 

	Meaning: 
	Illustration: 

	Word: ______________ 

Part of Speech: ____________

Divide Word into Syllables:


	 Sentence: 

	Meaning: 
	Illustration: 
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Write a poem inspired by Langston Hughes!
Connect to your feelings about the topics Langston Hughes wrote about: living in the city, racial injustice, a desire for democracy and equality.
In your poem, be sure to include a vocabulary word or two (Injustice, Democracy, Refugee) and a metaphor or simile!
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


What is the message of your poem?

	

	

	

	


Source: Langston Hughes
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